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Historic Star Barn Sold to Agrarian Country 
 
Today, Preservation Pennsylvania, owner of the Star Barn since 2000, announced that 
this historic landmark complex of buildings located in Lower Swatara Township in 
Dauphin County has been sold to the nonprofit organization, Agrarian Country, located 
in Middletown. 
 
Under terms of the sales agreement, the complex of buildings, including the huge white 
Star Barn, adjacent to Interstate 283, will be preserved for future generations. Each of 
the four buildings in the complex will be carefully dismantled and relocated in south 
central Pennsylvania to become the centerpiece of a large agricultural exhibition center.  
 
The new organization, Agrarian Country, which will assume responsibility for preserving 
the Star Barn, is headed by Dr. Robert S. Barr who has a distinguished and diversified 
career as an educator, author, speaker, publisher, real estate appraiser, business 
entrepreneur and farmer. He is considered an expert in business and project 
management. 
 



 
The gentle dismantling of the Star Barn and its re-assembly is tentatively scheduled for 
spring, 2008. Dr. Barr is currently considering several sites for the relocation and a 
future announcement will be made on sometime in early 2008. Dr. Barr commented that 
“the Star Barn has truly won the hearts of thousands of people from all walks of life. It 
reminds us of America’s wonderful agricultural heritage and is worthy of preservation.” 
 
“Preservation Pennsylvania is so pleased to have found a wonderful steward for this 
important piece of Pennsylvania’s architectural heritage,” said Robert A. Kinsley, II, 
president of Preservation Pennsylvania. 
 
“We were committed to waiting for the right buyer and we believe Agrarian County has 
proposed the perfect use for the complex allowing it to be preserved for the enjoyment 
of future generations.” 
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Preservation Pennsylvania’s role in saving the Star Barn 
 
About Preservation Pennsylvania and the Star Barn.  Preservation Pennsylvania, a 
statewide nonprofit historic preservation organization, initially became involved with the 
Star Barn when it was included on their 1992 “Pennsylvania at Risk” list which calls 
attention to buildings that are in danger of being lost.  In 1998, Preservation 
Pennsylvania obtained an option to purchase the Star Barn and finally purchased the 
complex in 2000 in a joint venture with Millport Conservancy, a Lancaster County-based 
nonprofit group.  The two organizations shared common goals in saving this once 
endangered property.  
 
The barn was immediately listed on the National Register of Historic Places and work 
began on its stabilization.  Amish carpenters rebuilt the cupola and steeple and replaced 
structural members and siding, using hand tools and techniques that the original 
builders would have used.  
 
Since that time, Preservation Pennsylvania has been committed to finding a new owner 
and good steward for this symbol of the region’s agricultural heritage.  Funds from the 
sale of the barn will be used to reimburse Millport Conservancy for their investment and 
the remainder of the funds will be returned to the “Preservation Fund” of Preservation 
Pennsylvania that makes loans and grants to nonprofit organizations and public 
agencies to purchase and rehabilitate historic properties throughout the 
Commonwealth. 
 
About The Star Barn.  The Star Barn is located in Lower Swatara Township in Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania and is prominent landmark along Interstate 283.  The Star Barn 
was built in 1872 for Colonel John Motter, a wealthy banker, gentleman farmer, and 
horse breeder.  Mr. Motter made his fortune selling horses to the Union Army during the 
Civil War.  The barn is an example of Gothic Revival architecture.  On all sides are the 
trademark louvered stars that give it the nickname, "Star Barn."  Around the main three-
story bank barn are a carriage house, chicken coup, and a pigpen.  At one time, the 
cupola on each was topped with a weathervane bearing a cast metal image of the 
animal housed within - a horse, a chicken, and a pig.  




	Star Barn - Press Release 1 - Top of Press Packet - 12172007.pdf
	Star Barn - Press Release 2 - Preservation Pennsylvania and the Star Barn - 12182007.pdf
	Star Barn - Press Release 3  - Future of the Barn - 12172007.pdf

